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History of Chippewa and Lac qui Parle Counties, Minnesota ; 
Their People, Industries, and Institutions. L. R. Moyer 

and O. G. Dale, joint editors. In two volumes. (Indian 

apolis, B. F. Bowen and Company, 1916. 605, 821 p. Illus 

trated) 

History of McLeod County, Minnesota. Franklyn Curtiss 

Wedge, editor-in-chief, assisted by Return I. Holcombe 

and a large corps of local contributors, editors, and experi 
enced investigators. (Chicago and Winona, H. C. Cooper 

Jr. and Company, 1917. xix, 862 p. Illustrated) 

The general character of the events and conditions treated in 

these volumes may be indicated briefly by noting a difference, 
occasioned largely by geographic influences, between the history 
of the Chippewa-Lac qui Parle country and that of McLeod 

County. Traversed by the Minnesota River, one of the natural 

highways of the state, the Chippewa-Lac qui Parle region 

appeared earlier in the history of advancing civilization, wit 

nessing in the opening years of the nineteenth century the passage 
of the explorer Long, the operations of the traders Cameron, 
Renville, and McLeod, and the labors of the missionaries Wil 

liamson, Pond, and Riggs. The McLeod country, though lying 
to the eastward but remote from both the Minnesota and the 

Mississippi waterways, remained unoccupied until 1855, when 

groups of the approaching body of home-making settlers began to 

take possession. The advance of permanent settlement did not 

reach the western country, however, until the later sixties. 

McLeod County, then, has an unbroken history covering sixty 

years of community development ; while the history of Chippewa 
and Lac qui Parle counties is divided into two distinct parts : an 

earlier, and perhaps more romantic, period, followed by a some 

what shorter period of settlement and of institutional growth. 

Fortunately for the quality of the histories of these regions, 
the volumes were edited and, in part, written by men who were 

enabled by training or by knowledge of the facts to rise in a 

measure above the limitations which ordinarily condition the 

production of the commercial history. The History of Chippewa 
and Lac qui Parle Counties was the joint work of the late 
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Lycurgus R. Moyer of Montevideo1 and O. G. Dale of Madison, 
men long resident and prominent in these communities. Among 
Mr. Moyer's contributions to the history of Chippewa County are 

"An Egotistical Chapter," containing biographical and historical 

information of value, and a poem. The latter, read some years 

ago at the annual meeting of the Congregational Church at 

Montevideo, recounts the history of that church at some length 
and in the half humorous, half serious vein illustrated by the 

following verses: 

Jerry Wood, at that time deacon, 

Sold to Horace Griggs a horse, 
The horse was lame or else 'twas balky? 

The horse trade took its usual course. 

When Deacon Wood had left the country, 

A church committee sat on him; 

What they did the record saith not? 

The records here are faint and dim. 

The deacon came back well and hearty, 
Led again in churchly work; 

In loving service to her Master, 
His wife was never known to shirk. 

An amount of space greater than their value justifies has been 

devoted to these and similar features, such as the stories of the 

Lac qui Parle mission, and too little attention has been given to 

such topics as "The Railroads," in the discussion of which impor 
tant dates are not supplied. 

The treatment of the settlement of the Chippewa-Lac qui 
Parle region in a more analytical, and therefore more adequate, 
manner than has hitherto been attempted in Minnesota county 

histories, is an encouraging feature. As an indication of the 

varied sources and character of the immigration into this portion 
of the state, the names and nativity of representative groups of 

old settlers are given in a chapter entitled "Composite Elements 

in Population." The predominance of the Norwegian element, 

together with the grouping of less numerous elements, such as 

the Swedish and the German, in certain localities, is noted; at 

the same time a number of the controlling forces in the produc 

1 Mr. Moyer died at Montevideo, March 13, 1917. 
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tion of these results are brought out. Elsewhere in the same 

volume the influence of other factors upon distribution of popu 
lation is seen in vivid accounts of the decline of the old village 
of Lac qui Parle from its position as "the center of the commer 

cial, civic and social life of this region" to a "deserted village" 
of fewer than a dozen houses, when "the railroad came and 

passed it by" and the county seat was removed to Madison, one 

of the new railroad towns. More than a mere statement of cold 

fact, the description is redolent of the spirit of this?from the 

point of view of historic Lac qui Parle?"indescribably pathetic" 
occurrence. 

That part of the History of McLeod County which deals with 

the period "from prehistoric times until the middle sixties of 

the nineteenth century" is in large measure the work of the late 

Major Return I. Holcombe,2 whose knowledge, especially of the 

Indians in Minnesota history, and whose habitually painstaking 
efforts to attain accuracy give to this, his last work, an authen 

ticity in keeping with his reputation. The chapter on "Political 

History," by S. G. Anderson Sr., is noteworthy as giving some 

indication of the attitude of McLeod County people toward the 

Grange and the Populist movements, the free silver propaganda, 
woman suffrage, and prohibition. The volume contains an 

unusual amount of documentary and statistical material, such as 

long extracts from the county commissioners' proceedings and 

copious figures from United States census reports. The value 

of this material, though undoubtedly great, would be increased 

were the gist of the information set forth in the form of a con 

nected narrative or exposition. The work would have been more 

conveniently handled had the biographical portion, which fills 

379 pages of this rather ponderous book, been placed in another 

volume. 

The following passage, taken from the Lac qui Parle history, 
is applicable to more than one Minnesota community : "It is 

regrettable that with the gradual passing of the older generation, 
the Lac qui Parle County Old Settlers Association is being per 

2 At the time of his death, November 21, 1916, Major Holcombe had 

nearly finished the portion of the work assigned to him. Others have 

since edited his manuscripts and added the material necessary to complete 

his work. 
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mitted to go into a decline which seems to threaten its usefulness. 

as an organization through which the traditions of another day 

might be kept alive and a roster of the 'old timers' preserved. 
Each generation, of course, has its 'old settlers' and should be 

glad to hand on the traditions and the recollections of the fathers 

to the succeeding generation that there may be kept alive some 

thing of the spirit that animated the pioneers when, behind their 

plodding ox-teams, they made the long and toilsome journey 
across the prairie in order to make habitable a wilderness and 

create a new empire in one of the fairest regions the sun ever 

shone on." 

Franklin F. Holbrook 

Old Fort Snelling (Iowa and War, no. 1). By Marcus L. 

Hansen. Iowa City, State Historical Society of Iowa, Julyr 
1917. 31 p.) 

The fact that the part of Minnesota west of the Mississippi 
River was included in Iowa Territory from 1838 to 1846 fur 

nishes the excuse, if such be needed, for the publication of an 

historical sketch of Minnesota's most famous fort as the opening 
number of a series of pamphlets instituted by the State Historical 

Society of Iowa. It should be noted, however, that Fort Snelling 
has been a part of Minnesota ever since the territory was 

organized, although the contrary might be inferred from the 

editor's statement that "not until 1849 was it included within 

Minnesota boundaries." 

In accordance with the plan of the series the sketch is dis 

tinctly popular in character. It opens with an account of Pike's 

negotiations for the purchase of the site, but makes no mention 

of Long's expedition of 1817 which finally determined the loca 

tion of the post at the mouth of the Minnesota River. The 

coming of the troops under Colonel Lea ven worth and the con 

struction of the fort are then recounted, followed by some 

references to Mendota and the fur trade and to distinguished 
visitors. The bulk of the pamphlet, however, is devoted to? 

dramatic incidents in connection with Indian relations and to< 

picturesque aspects of the life of the soldiers in the early days. 
The sale of the reservation and its recovery by the United States,, 
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